
Staley Library Collection Development Policy 
Preface 

Staley Library’s previous Collection Development Policy was dated July 2002, 
revised 2013. This 2022 version includes new language regarding inclusion, 
diversity, equity, and access (IDEA), Open Educational Resources (OER), and 
eBooks, and includes a challenge policy.  

Introduction: Millikin University and Staley Library 

Millikin University 

Millikin University, founded in 1901, is a small comprehensive co-educational 
university, with four colleges: The College of Arts & Sciences, The College of Fine Arts, 
The College of Professional Studies, and The Tabor School of Business. Although most 
students are enrolled in bachelor’s programs, Millikin also offers graduate programs in 
nursing, business, and athletic training. It has a student population of approximately 
1,800 undergraduates and 100 graduate students. Millikin is located in Decatur, Illinois, 
a metropolitan area of 76,000 residents situated within an hour’s drive of the state 
university towns of Springfield, Bloomington/Normal and Champaign/Urbana, west, 
north and east respectively.  

Mission  
 
For all who aspire to achieve, Millikin delivers on the promise of excellence in 
education. Through the integration of theory and practice, we prepare students for 
professional success, democratic citizenship in a global environment, and a personal life 
of meaning and value. 

Vision  

 

Millikin graduates will be leaders in creating a more wise, just equitable, and sustainable 

society.  

Values 

 Intellectual and creative inquiry 

 Inclusion, diversity, equity, and accessibility 

 Dignity and respect for all persons 

 Integrity and responsibility 

 Honest and open dialogue and reflection 

 Advancement of the common good 
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memberships, Staley Library staff, and assorted technologies to quickly retrieve 
requested items from other libraries. Because Staley Library and its patrons benefit 
greatly from consortial borrowing, the majority of items owned by Staley Library will 
also be made available to patrons at other libraries via interlibrary loan lending.  

Collection Development Responsibility 

The responsibility for collection development (collection creation, growth, and 
management) rests with the library faculty. Building a strong collection depends on 
library faculty who understand student and faculty needs, who recognize the importance 
of selecting materials appropriate to Millikin’s programs, and who are committed to 
maintaining a high quality collection. Library faculty members’ ability to build a strong 
collection is derived from: 

 Library faculty knowledge and experience with disciplines taught at Millikin, 
gained via library instruction, collaboration with campus faculty, and assisting 
students with research, as well as through their own educational backgrounds 

 Use of reviewing tools that include, but are not limited to,  
o Choice: Academic Reviews for Libraries 
o Booklist 
o Library Journal 
o New York Times Book Review 
o University press and other reputable publisher catalogs  
o Academic journal reviews           

 Recommendations from academic departmental faculty for library materials that 
will support classroom instruction, performance learning, and student research  

 Evaluation of collection need by assessing subject coverage and age of materials 



 
 

4 
 

General Selection Criteria 

 Relevancy: Resources should be relevant to the curriculum, student research and 
reading interests, and the information needs of the Millikin community  

 

 Reviews: When reviews are available, they should be favorable, and preferably 
have a designation for “recommended audience” that fits the needs of our patrons 
 

 Languages: Primary emphasis will be given to English language materials; 
exceptions to this rule will be made to support the regular instructional needs in 
the non-English study programs  

 

 Currency of publication: Major emphasis will be given to current scholarship and 
modern editions of works pertaining to the various fields 

 

 Duplicate titles: 
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nor accept new special collections, but will gratefully accept gifts relevant to existing 
special collections. 

Juvenile books 

To support The School of Education curriculum, the library will purchase concept 
books, books with multicultural/diversity themes, and “trending” best-seller titles. 
Controversial titles may also be purchased for their research value. In addition, the 
library will automatically purchase the following award-winning books every year: 

 Caldecott Medal (best picture books): all medal winners 

 Newbery Medal (best children's books): all medal winners 

 
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 Political/partisan or religious/doctrinal disapproval 

 Disapproval of material on the grounds of national, racial, ethnic, social, political, 
religious, gender, or sexual identity portrayed within 

 Perception of materials as pornographic, obscene, or explicit 

 Use of profanity 

 Item on reserve for a class (course professors, not the library, are responsible for 
the selection of these materials) 

  
Staley Library patrons that wish to challenge the presence of an item must: 

 Read the Staley Library Collection Development policy, including this challenge 
policy, in full 

 Fill out the Staley Library Material Reconsideration Form (available from the 
Library Director) 

 
No action will be taken on the challenged materials while they are under review. 

  
Staley Library will process challenges using the following evaluation process: 

 An ad hoc committee will be formed, consisting of library personnel, and when 
available, a faculty member in a relevant discipline to review the request 

 All members of the committee will read the work in full, as well as professional 
reviews (where available and applicable)  

 The committee will meet and deliberate 

 The committee will issue a written determination within 90 days of the challenge 
being filed 

 Following the determination, Staley Library will take appropriate action 
regarding the material(* n
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donor needs to give us a copy of such an appraisal before we accept the gift, as we 
cannot promise to store it unprocessed once we have received it  

 
 

Staley Library appreciates and acknowledges 

https://library.albright.edu/library_policies/CMpolicy
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/selectionpolicytoolkit
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomreadstatement
https://www.ala.org/acrl/publications/whitepapers/intellectual
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomviewstatement
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/collections-management/ebook-weeding-recommendations
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/collections-management/ebook-weeding-recommendations
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/collections-management/Sample_DEI_Language_Used_in_Collection_Development_Policies
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/collections-management/Sample_DEI_Language_Used_in_Collection_Development_Policies
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/collections-management/Sample_DEI_Language_Used_in_Collection_Development_Policies
https://www.carthage.edu/academics/library/about-hedberg-library/policies/
https://www.carthage.edu/academics/library/about-hedberg-library/policies/
https://library.columbia.edu/about/policies/collection-development-policies-strategies.html
https://library.columbia.edu/about/policies/collection-development-policies-strategies.html
https://library.depaul.edu/about/policies/collection-development/Pages/default.aspx
https://library.depaul.edu/about/policies/collection-development/Pages/default.aspx
https://library.drake.edu/get-help/services-for-faculty/collection-development-policy/
https://library.drake.edu/get-help/services-for-faculty/collection-development-policy/
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