


American Civil War at which three students, two history majors and one political science major,
presented papers, specifically Lauren Nesbitt, Emily Crutchfield, and Taylor Godwin. Our
students and faculty have consistently participated in this important regional conference for
many years, and in consequence, our department has an excellent reputation for scholarship in
the regional history and political science community. History students Taylor Hagerdorn, Emily
Wheeler, Emily Crutchfield, Blake Knox, Jazmin Wilkerson and others along with political
science student Taylor Godwin presented at the Celebration of Scholarship. The Millikin
History-Political Science Department remains one of the few, if not the only, undergraduate
program in the region to sponsor student presentations at major scholarly conferences. Dr.
Kovalcik led a student delegation to the Model UN conference in Chicago in November,
successfully shepherding our students. He also taught a public history course in SP16, with
Kelby Dolan, that provided students with performance learning opportunities at two museums,
Eureka Springs Historical Museum and the Macon County Historical Museum. Students acted
as independent contractors and gave each museum professional assistance with exhibits and with
their social media presence. They created a short documentary on their experience. The
department continues to sponsor, with the hard work of Professor Lusvardi, the Pi Sigma Alpha
honors society for Political Science. New members were inducted in 2015-16. Professor
Lusvardi took students to the annual Model Illinois Government conference in Springfield; our
political science and history students acted as state legislators, working on the floor of the Illinois
House in a mock session of the Illinois State Legislature. Dr. Brian Mullgardt continued in his
role as coordinator of the Social Science Education major; Dr. Mullgardt wrote our annual
education assessment report, dispatched a letter to high school history teachers touting our
program, and attended the Illinois Council for Social Studies annual conference. At the latter
conference, which Dr. Mullgardt attends at his own expense, Dr. Mullgardt met with high school
history teachers to tout our program and urge them to recommend it to their students. Dr.
Mullgardt also worked with staff at the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency in Springfield to
arrange for our students to act as judges at the annual Illinois History Expo in May 2016. This
unique venture brings more than a thousand high school students (and their teachers and parents)
to the state capital where they present papers, documentary films, and posters on history topics,
which are then judged and given merit awards. Our faculty and students have volunteered as
judges. The department has been working with IHPA staff to sponsor an annual award for the
best project(s) that will be in effect applied to tuition at Millikin, a great method for drawing the
best students in Illinois to our program. The department also arranged for student internships:
Lauren Nesbitt had an internship with the Children’s Museum in Indianapolis, Indiana, Emily
Wheeler worked for the Looking for Lincoln project in Springfield, Taylor Hagerdorn worked
for the Lincoln Papers project in Springfield, and Mikayla Mendenhall once again worked with
the Macon County Conservation District. Professor Lusvardi arranged internships for students
with elected officials, including Congressman Rodney Davis and others. Our internship program
is one of the best in the region for undergraduate students. These endeavors are performance
learning at its best! History-Political Science continues to be a leading provider of performance
learning opportunities at Millikin.
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discuss Abraham Lincoln; Dr. Kovalcik appeared on WSOY-AM Decatur to discuss current
events. Dr. Sampson organized the 15" annual Father Martin Mangan Lecture on Social Justice
which is held each December in Decatur. Once again, Dr. Sampson organized and led the
Millikin One Book Project, a reading and discussion group for faculty, staff, students, and
friends of the University founded in 2012. History-Political Science is known for community
spirit in the Decatur area. We also work to create a caring atmosphere for students in our
program. Faculty sponsor a History-Political Science Club that stages meetings over pizza
throughout the AY, trips to historic sites, and an annual holiday dinner in December.

Our faculty are also involved in the wider professional community and have growing national
reputations in their respective fields. Dr. Monroe spoke on the Sectionalism in Pensacola,
Florida, in March, on Sectionalism and Civil War in Melbourne, Florida, in June, and led a
conference on Henry Clay in Lexington, Kentucky, also in June 2016. Dr. Mullgardt presented a
paper at a national conference at Texas Christian University in Fort Worth, Texas, in November
2015. Dr. Kovalcik was elected vice president of the Illinois Medieval Association and
organized the annual conference in February 2016 on the Millikin campus. Dr. Monroe serves
on the advisory board of the Illinois State Historical Society and continues to serve on the
advisory board of the Journal of Illinois History. Monroe chaired the awards committee of the
ISHS and was consequently responsible for the selection process which included recruiting
faculty reviewers and tabulating the final results.
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be able to express in oral and written form their understanding of major issues and
intellectual theories within the discipline of history

demonstrate their ability to research and analyze objectively any historical or social and
cultural topic and generate an independent and original point of view

demonstrate a historical world view that examines causes and effects of particular events,
ideas and time periods.

demonstrate their awareness of a global perspective and an appreciation of comparative
models, diverse cultural traditions and universal patterns

demonstrate their ability to utilize critical and analytical skills in application to any
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Appendix
History Department Assessment Rubrics

Long Research Paper

Department learning goals are met to a high degree when this paper meets the following
criteria:

*thoroughly researched, with an appropriate, extensive and relevant bibliography
*clear and original thesis and argument supported by a wide variety of primary (when
appropriate) and secondary sources, including journal articles



