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In the 2018-19 academic year, the Department of History and Political Science faculty and 
students again were one of the most active and engaged academic units at Millikin University.   
The department sponsored a myriad of activities, including a campus visit and speech by former 
governor Jim Edgar and a debate between candidates for the local congressional seat.  The 
department sponsored student presentations at regional conferences and at our own Celebration 
of Scholarship and also participated in the Model Illinois Government and the Model United 
Nations programs.  Hence, we have fulfilled our promise to offer unique opportunities to add 
value to History, 





Sampson organized the 18th annual Father Martin Mangan Lecture on Social Justice which is 
held each December in Decatur.  Once again, Dr. Sampson organized and led the Millikin One 
Book Project, a reading and discussion group for faculty, staff, students, and friends of the 
University founded in 2012.  Sampson also lectured on Macon County politics in the Civil War 
at the Decatur Public Library, on the origins of baseball to the Macon County Historical Society, 
and Dr. Sampson was a keynote speaker at a celebration of the Illinois bicentennial held at the 
University of Illinois-Springfield in December.  Professor Lusvardi spoke on the future of the 
Supreme Court at the local Unitarian Church.  Dr. Dean spoke at a local event on the continuing 
problem of human trafficking.  Dr. Monroe talked to a class in the Decatur Public School 
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Students are assessed in HI 400 Seminar and HI 480 Historiography, since all history majors 
must take both courses.  In the discipline of history, the seminar is typically the capstone course, 
while historiography provides an important overview of methodology and changing 
interpretations.  Both courses represent an opportunity for a credentialed faculty member to 
instruct students in a content area that has been a major focus of that faculty member's research 
and writing.  Students are assigned advanced articles and scholarly monographs in the content 
area and are assessed via essay quizzes.  Students also complete a research paper based on 
primary sources and present that paper to the class in a formal oral defense.  
 
The fall 2018 historiography course enrolled five students.  The seminar in the spring 2019 
enrolled six students.  Dr. Kovalcik taught historiography, while Dr. Mullgardt taught the 
seminar; the department rotates the faculty assignments to these capstone courses.  We have 
thereby fulfilled our previous goal of exposing students to different professors in the capstone 
courses.  The department chair collected and evaluated eleven research papers on whether the 
department's five learning goals were met. 
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Student papers that met department standards to a high degree were assigned 5 points, those to a 
moderate degree 3 points, those to an insufficient degree 1 point. 
 
High degree:  (5 pts) eight students                  40 points 
Close to High (4 pts) three students                    12 points 
Moderate degree: (3 pts)                
Insufficient degree: (2 or 1 pts)       
 

TOTAL:  52 points/11 = 4.73 average 
 
This is an increase from the previous assessment value of 4.25, but not a greatly significant 
change.  Rather it reflects consistent quality in student research papers.  It must be noted that this 
was an exceptionally talented group of majors, several were admitted to postgraduate programs 
upon graduation. 
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Professor Lusvardi submitted artifacts for AY2018-19, making possible an assessment of 
political science outcomes via using the above points rubric employed for the history major.  
Five senior theses were submitted and five seminar-type papers.  All the senior theses were rated 
as meeting department standards in a high degree. 
  
Student papers that met department standards to a high degree were assigned 5 points, those to a 
moderate degree 3 points, those to an insufficient degree 1 point. 
 
High degree:  (5 pts) seven students                    35 points 
Close to High (4 pts) three students                      12 points 
Moderate degree: (3 pts)                



Insufficient degree: (2 or 1 pts)       
 

TOTAL:  47 points/10 = 4.70 average 
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